
From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)  

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 12:14 PM 

To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) 

Subject: White House: Hiding from Obamacare...? 

 

An hour ago, the White House released its prime talking points ahead of the 

President’s State of the Union Address tonight (pasted below) – and they are most 

noteworthy for what you will NOT find included.  At no point in the document 

do the words “health care,” “health insurance,” or anything related to 

Obamacare appear.  In other words, fewer than two years after signing a 2700-

page law the White House dubbed “historic,” and others have called “majestic,” 

the White House is apparently afraid to spend even one ounce of political 

capital defending or promoting the measure in its prime agenda-setting 

opportunity for the entire year. 

 

And with reason.  Not only is the measure still widely unpopular, it’s hurting 

economic growth at a time when unemployment remains stubbornly high: 

 

·    Last week a survey of small businesses found 74% said that Obamacare 

makes it harder for their firms to hire new workers; 

·    Analysts at UBS have stated that Obamacare is “arguably the biggest 

impediment to hiring, particularly hiring of less skilled workers;” and  

·    The President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta has “frequently heard 

strong comments to the effect of ‘my company won’t hire a single additional 

worker until we know what health insurance costs are going to be.’” 

 

Speaker Pelosi famously said we had to pass the bill to find out what’s in 

it.  Judging from their deafening silence about the matter ahead of the State of the 

Union, it appears the White House has finally found out what’s in the bill – or 

discovered that the American people don’t like what’s in it either. 

 

Chris Jacobs 

Health Policy Analyst 

Republican Policy Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

http://1.usa.gov/AvmVrn
http://bit.ly/AszUK7
http://huff.to/tyYFYZ
http://bit.ly/yFY59B
http://1.usa.gov/mRQNTn
http://bit.ly/ob8VAe
http://bit.ly/riZctI


From: FN-White House Office of Legislative Affairs  

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 11:51 AM 

To: FN-White House Office of Legislative Affairs  

Subject: Talking Points: An America Built to Last  

  

Good morning,  

 

Please find below talking points ahead of the 2012 State of the Union Address. 

Tonight, the President will lay out a blueprint for an economy built on American 

manufacturing, American energy, skills for American workers, and a renewal of 

American values.  

 

Thank you,  

 

White House Office of Legislative Affairs 

 

 
 

Talking Points: An America Built to Last 
 

 In his State of the Union Address, the President will lay out a blueprint for 

an economy that’s built to last – an economy built on American 

manufacturing, American energy, skills for American workers, and a 

renewal of American values. 

 

 The President believes this is a make or break moment for the middle class 

and those trying to reach it. What’s at stake is the very survival of the basic 

American promise that if you work hard, you can do well enough to raise a 

family, own a home, and put a little away for retirement.   

 

 The defining issue of our time is how to keep that promise alive.  No 

challenge is more urgent; no debate is more important.  We can either settle 

for a country where a shrinking number of people do really well, while more 

Americans barely get by.  Or we can build a nation where everyone gets a 

fair shot, everyone does their fair share, and everyone plays by the same 

rules.   

 

 The fact is, the economic security of the middle class has eroded for 

decades.  Long before the recession, good jobs and manufacturing began 



leaving our shores.  Hard work stopped paying off for too many 

Americans.  Those at the top saw their incomes rise like never before, but 

the vast majority of Americans struggled with costs that were growing and 

paychecks that weren’t. 

 

 In 2008, the house of cards collapsed. Mortgages were sold to people who 

couldn’t afford or understand them. Banks made huge bets and bonuses 

made with other people’s money. It was a crisis that cost us more than eight 

million jobs and plunged our economy and the world into a crisis from 

which we are still fighting to recover.     

 

 The President has been clear that we need to do more to create jobs and help 

economic growth. But under his leadership and thanks to action taken by this 

President, the economy is growing again. The economy has added a total of 

3.2 million private sector jobs over the last 22 months.   

 

 American manufacturing is creating jobs for the first time since the late 

1990s. The American auto industry is coming back. Today, American oil 

production is the highest that it’s been in eight years. Together, we’ve 

agreed to cut the deficit by more than $2 trillion. And the President signed 

into law new rules to hold Wall Street accountable. He stands on a solid 

record and tonight will lay out a blueprint that will ensure an economy built 

to last over the long term.  

 

 For the first time in nine years, there are no Americans fighting in 

Iraq. We’ve decimated al Qaeda’s leadership, delivered justice to Osama bin 

Laden, and put that terrorist network on the path to defeat. We’ve made 

important progress in Afghanistan, and begun a transition so Afghans can 

assume more responsibility.  We joined with allies and partners to protect 

the Libyan people as they ended the regime of Muammar Qaddafi.  

 

 We cannot go back to an economy based on outsourcing, bad debt, and 

phony financial profits. The President intends to keep moving forward and 

rebuild an economy where hard work pays off and responsibility is rewarded 

– an economy built to last.  


