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The House and Senate versions of the fiscal year 2017 National Defense
Authorization Act would give the Pentagon greater control over security assistance
to other countries — oversight now generally reserved to the State Department.
A larger issue than the administration of funds, however, is that current security
assistance programs are ineffective and often undermine American security.
In July 2016, the president announced that 8,400 American troops would
remain in Afghanistan. A few days later, he announced the deployment of
an additional 560 U.S. troops to Iraq.1 House Armed Services Committee
Chairman Mac Thornberry (R-Texas) reminded the president that the added
deployments were not funded under the current budget.2 Defense dollars
channeled to ineffective security assistance programs –‒ a centerpiece of
Obama administration defense policy –‒ could instead be used to fund these
deployments.3
Indeed, the Congressional Research Service (CRS) concluded that “it
remains unclear whether building the capacity of foreign security forces is
an effective way to accomplish U.S. strategic objectives.”4
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The Costs of Security Assistance. Financial support for security
assistance across the U.S. government includes 100 different legislative
authorities and amounted to around $20 billion in 2015.5 The Defense
Department alone administers over 60 different programs totaling anywhere
from $1 billion to $10 billion in the proposed FY2017 NDAA.6 The range
of proposed outlays is so large because, as the CRS argued, the current
system makes identifying Defense Department spending on security
assistance “nearly impossible.”7
Giving the Pentagon greater control might add clarity to an otherwise
murky disbursement process shared between the State and Defense
departments. But the more pressing issue remains that U.S. defense
spending should not be concentrated in areas where the costs outweigh the
benefits, especially given the growing threats and financial constraints.
Nigeria and Somalia are just two examples of the failure of these costly
security assistance programs.
Aid to Nigeria. The United States has cut aid to the Nigerian government
due to rampant human rights abuses and corruption. In fact, the U.S.
government discontinued arms sales to Nigeria in 2014 for these reasons.
The Nigerian government garnered attention in 2015 after an internal
investigation led to the arrest of former National Security Adviser Sambo
Dasuki and former Minister of State for Finance Bashir Yuguda for
allegedly embezzling nearly $2 billion through fake arms deals.8 Separately,
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terrorists, namely Al-Shabaab.
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