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Who Are ATI and Tom Tanton? 
 American Tradition Institute 

is an independent, 501(c)3 
foundation. 

 ATI’s Environmental Law 
Center is a public interest 
law firm dedicated to actions 
that protect against 
government overreach, and 
restore a healthy 
relationship between 
responsibility to the 
environment and the free 
market  

 Director of Science and 
Technology Assessment for 
ATI, also president of T2 & 
Associates, providing 
services to the energy and 
technology industries. 40 
years of direct and 
responsible experience in 
technology and legislative 
interface  



Rare Earths Uses 
 Computer hard drives and cellular phones 

 MRI machines 

 Environmental products such as electric 
cars, wind turbines and solar panels 

 Military weapons, including the electronic 
controls and electric motors used in 
missiles 

 Everything else 



Production Trends 



Domestic Rare Earth Deposits 



Rare Earth Mines 

Others 
Planned 
and Hoped 



…so what’s holding U.S. back? 

 Multiple layers of permitting 

 Conflicts in permitting (e.g. state versus tribal) 

 Expensive permits (see above) 

 Unequal Application of Environmental Laws (e.g. 
habitat protection and species) 

 Disconnect in Congress 

 Misdirected Subsidies to Demand not Supply 



What’s the Answer? 

Dig, Baby, Dig! 
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